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» diminiſhed: but he that anda 
labour, ſhall increaſe. 
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Ty = Might 6 my dest on 
87 this Text with thoſe ei 
* $2 of our bleffed Saviour, with 
5 7 


na little variation, Luke is 2x 
This day 15 this 88 


Sire fulfilPd beige your Eyes. The 
great diſorder and confuſion which an 
eager deſire of wealth has of late occa- 
ſion'd amongſt us, and the grievous Diſap- 

pointments Which many have met with in 
the irregular purſuit of it, made me judge 


this a very proper Subject for our preſent 
meditation. | 


+ — 


' 
5 
f 
g 
1 
1 


wiſe King of Iſrael, concerning the regular 


founded upon reaſon, and probably upon 


thus render'd, Subſtance gotten haſtily 57 


4 The honeſt and the diſhonefl 


They are the words of Solomon, the 


and irregular ways of getting wealth; 


the Experience alſo which he might have 
had in divers inſtances; ; and having, like 
many other ſayings in this book, no depen- 
dance upon what goes before, or follows 
after them, are to be conſi der d by them- 
ſelves; for the, clearer underſtanding. of 
which, it may not be amiſs to obſerve very 
briefly, how they are render'd in other 
tranſlations. In the vulgar Latin they are, 


be diminiſh 'd : but that which is gather d by 
the hand gradually ¶ by little and little] ſhall 


be multiplied. In the Septuagint, thus, 


Subſtance haſtily gotten with iniquity is leſ- 
ſen'd : but he that Fe fo himſelf with 
godlineſs ſhall abound | or r ſhall hawe his 
ſubſtance multiplied. ] The Syriac tr anſlation 


is much to the ſame purpoſe, Wealth gotten 


by Iniquity ſhall be diminiſh'd : but that 
which is gather'd with juſtice ſpall increaſe. 


The Arabic reads it thus, Wealth which is 


greedily ſought with iniquity ſhall fall but 
be that gathereth to himſelf with good advice, 
bis 


uche e getting! 
his ſubſtance ſball be multiplied, And to 
name no more, the Chaldee Parapliraſe thus 
expreſſes it, Wealth gottten by the iniquity 
of the poſſeſſ ſill be diminiſhed and he 
that gathereth and giveth” to the Poor ſhall 
multiply his riches. From all theſe tranſſa- 
tions compar'd together, we may conclude 
the plain meaning of Solomon in theſe 
words to be this, That an eager deſire of 
being haſtily rich, which tempts men to 
the ſeeking of wealth by falſe, deceitful, 
unrighteous and indirect means, regarding 
themſelves only, and not others, is likely 
to meet with diſappointment, ö if not c in at- 
taining the wealth thus ſought, yet in its 
ſoon failing and waſting away. Whereas 
on the other hand, the moſt likely means 
of attaining ſuch a degree of wealth as is 
convenient for us, and which we may 
reaſonably hope may continue with us and 
with our children after us, is the way of 
Labour and Induſtry in our reſpective ſta- 
tions and callings, whilſt we walk carefully 
in the paths of piety towards God, and 
juſtice and charity towards men, thus 
gradually gathering that meaſure of wealth 
which 1s beſt for us, as the proper recom- 
1 8 : = pence 
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buſineſs profitable to others, 7 vell as i 0 
our ſelves. 


In order to the diſconni uſefully on 
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good I 4 good Chriſtian, 


is allowed to deſire and ſeck n 
II. To ſhew by what means he is al- 


. 


III. To fhew, farther which are the un- 
lawful and indirect ways of endeavouring 
to obtain it, and the moſt. unlikely to ſe- 
cure and reſerve i "I. 

IV. To make ſome Application of Ke 


of obtaining god archi it. 15 1 


whole to our. lelves. 


101. Let us wa; der, What * of 
wealth a good man, particularly a good 


Chriſtian, is ee to deſi ire and ſeck 


after. 


1 Now there 1 be * queſtion but 
that ſuch an one may deſire and ſcek after 
le much as is necofjary to ſupply all his real, 


not 


jy of vetring Weahb, 1 
not · imaginary wants, in theo ſtation in 
which Providence bath placed him; but 
with this condition added, That if it ſhall 
pleaſe God to remove bim to a lower ſta· 
tion than that 4 in which he is at preſent, 
he ſhall then be contented with what 
{hall be ſufficient for him! in theſe cireum 
N N Th 51:21 
It is fit and good, Ain God Fs widlhy | 
ſo order'd it, that particular men ſhould. 
be placed 1 in different ſtations, for the be- 
nefit of the whole Society of mankind?; | 
and it is evident, that what 1 is truly a com- 
petency for men in one ſtation, is not * 
for thoſe in another, to enable them t 
live comfortably; and to act their rs 
decently - and therefore the meaſure f 
out deſires and endeavours after wealtk 
ſhould be taken from the ſtation of life, 
in which Providence hath thought fit to 
place us, we being contented with the 
ſtation! in which” we find our ſelves, and 
with ſo much as will We provide for 
us and our families 1 in it. Not but that, 


if without our uſing any deregular methods; 
and without any inordinate ſolicitude on 


out my it thall pleaſe 4 God by his ProvR 
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have. © 


. to {Opin a fair way, 2 us, to "908 ä 
our preſent ſtation, it will then become 
reaſonable for us to enlarge our deſires 
and endeavours after a Proviſion propor- 
tionable; provided till, as J ſaid before, 


that if Providence ſhall depreſs us to a 


ſtation lower than that in which we at 


preſent are, our deſires and endeavours 
after wealth be always reſtrain'd within 
the bounds proper to our condition. 

This is highly reaſonable in it ſelf, and 
what our Chriſtian profeſſion certainly 
obliges us to. Having ' food 

and raiment, let us be en 
content, faith St. Paul; which words ſyp- 
poſe a Chriſtian to be 1 in one of the meaneſt 


I Tim. vi. 8. 


ſtations of human life, ſo as to have no 


more than food to eat, 1 raiment to put 
on, and even in that ſtate require him to 
be: content, not to murmur or repine againſt 
Providence on account of his narrow al - 
In like manner the Writer to 
the Hebrews adviſes, Let your 
converſation be without covetouſ- 
meſs, and be content with ſuch things as you 
It is indeed the great deſign of 
Ehriſtraniry, to make us throughly ſenſi, 


i ble 
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t our rs not, 
any of the enjoyments and poll 
this We therefore to rat 8 iS 1 
thoughts gp things above; 80 create ili NE 
great ind e to. ab th Bing ee 

low; 


7 7 * whatever. condition of Li 


Providence ſhall ailign,us; and conſequent- 


ly to teach us not eagerly to. deſire or ſeek 
after any mare wealth; - than may be a 


competent, that is, a. moderate proviſion 


for the ſtation we are in 


But it may be ſaid, Are we then to be 


ſtinted juſt ta an allowance ſuſſicient to 
defray the, charges of our particular ſta- 
tions? Is it unlawful conſequently. for a 
good Chriſtian to increaſe his wealth to a 


greater degree, ſo that he may be ſaid not 


only to have, what is barely ſufficient, but 
even to abound? as Solomon. in the Text 
ſeems to promiſe, that he that gat hereth 'by 
Labour ſhall increaſs. To this I lay in che 
ſecond place, 

2. That alrhough:s no 1 man, nant 
cularly no good Chriſtian ought to extend 
his defires or endeavours, with ſolicitude 
5 e the. limits I have mention'd, yet he 

may 
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ay Tg fully ancreaſe his wealth, and may 
9 by degrees come to abound in 
riches,” as a dis recompence for extraordi- 
naty diligence « or uncommon skill in ſome 
3 profeſſion, or employ ment ſerviceable 
to the Community of which he is a mem- 
ber, taking cate at the ſame time to be 
no Fay injurious to the publick, or to any 
particitlar member of the fociety : that is 
in other Words, Altho 1gh he' ſhould be no 
farther iConcerin'd; than for food and rai- 
ment convenient for him, and thoſe that 
appertain to him, in his preſent ſtation; ; 
yet he may lawfully acquife a greater mea- 
furt 6f wealth in the uſe of làwful means 
of obraining it; Which brings me to the 
ert general Head which 1 | propor, Vin. 


l. To 1 95 nt means he is T4 
ow 'd to ſeek ſuch increaſe of bis wealth, 
and is in the faireſt way: of obtaining and 
preſerving It, AN ne} IE 2 
Now this is plainly mark? d out by So- 
Iomon in my Text, He that gatherethy by Ja- 
bour all inerecſe; 2 Where by Labour 1s: to 
be under ſtood, diligenee and induiſtry in 
our Jaw ful and honeſt Call ings. whatſoever 
* LE they 
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powers and 


faculties with which God hath indued us, 


& * A 


whether of body or mind, to the gurpor 


ſes for which they. were beſtow'Gupag,us. 
Immediately after the fall of our fiſh ha- 
rents, God declar d to Adam, and in, him 
to all his Poſterity, That in the ſweat af his 


face he ſhould. eat bis bread, un- : >. 
* N 4 ö 5 © K 1494 L * * 1 2 2 41 
Gem iſ, 19. | 


til be could return to the ground Us 


* 


rar 
57 


out of which he was taken. | And althavgh 


every particular deſcendant from Adam is 


not appointed to be a Tiller of the ground, 


or to be engaged in hard bodily labour; 


yet every man that comes into the World 
has his proper work aſſign' d him by the 


great Lord of all, in, doing which | he. is 
bliged to exerciſe proper care and in- 
duſtry, not to live an idle and unprofita- 
ble life, but to be conſtantly employed in 


ſome buſineſs tending to the benefit of the 


whole Community in which he lives, and 
to labour therein with the powers and fa- 
culties of his body, or his mind, or both. 


Had men remain'd. in the ſtate of inno- 


cence, it cannot be dgubted but that they 
would have had work aflign'd them ſuitable 


to tharſiate;thongh with leſs labour anddifs 
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1] ficulty chan ſince the fall. But ſince our 
i degenetate Eſtate labour is become more 
|  neceflary, both to make us humble in a 
1 ſenſe of our folly in diſobe ing our 
Maker; and that by taking pains in ſome 
iS boneſt and uſeful employment, we may be 
preſeryd from evil courſes, and become 
1 | uſeful members of the great body of man- 
1 kind. And this our Chriſtian profeſſion 
particularly obliges us to. Our Lord 
compares himſelf to a man taking 
a far journey, who left his houſe, 
and gave Authority to his ſervants, and to 
every man his work, And St. Paul puts 
Rom. xi. 13, Chriſtians in mind, that being 
many they are one body in Chriſt, 
and every one members one of another; ex- 
horting them from that conſt deration to 
uſe and improve the gifts beſtow'd upon 
"i each of them to the benefit of the whole 
*Þ body, admoniſhing them not to be flothful 
5 in buſineſs, that is, in any buſineſs in 
. which they were properly employ d, but 
"ſ to be fervent in Ii pirit ſerving the Lord, _ 
_ God hath in great wiſdom given variety 
of abilities ro men, ſuitable to the ſeveral 
ſtations of life for which he hath deſign'd 
them, 


Mark xiii. 34. 


them, that every one — 
tion, and employr 
ties in doing his own work, all might re- 

ceive advantage. And in truth; tlie eve. 
ral Employments of human life, and the 
ſeveral Abilities which 
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ve have for the 
diſcharging them, are to be accounted fo 
many Talents committed to our truſt, not 
for our own profit merely, but for the 
benefit of others alſo ; and hilft we are 
faithfully and diligently diſcharging this 
Truſt, it is the proper way for obtaining 
that competency of wealth which we are 
ſeeking, and of increaſing it too. This is 
the natural and the appointed. recompence 
of our Labour and diligence in our re- 
ſpective Callings, that whilſt we are in our 


ſeveral places promoting the benefit of the 


whole Body, we ſhall at the ſame time 
reap profit to our ſelves alſo, the Labour 


and induſtry of every other member re- 
dounding to our benefit, as much as ours 


does to theirs, and all together conſpiring 


to the general good. In conſequence of 
which alſo, if any of us exerciſe extraor- 


dinary diligence, or employ uncommon 


Tk in the 2 of our part, an ex- 
traordi- 


1 — = — th is * 4 natu- 


7 
of 
Wa 

\ 


ral; and the. guſt conſequence of our 55 


doing. 


Nor need we Ls the not . our 
FT account, whilſt we are thus performs 


ing the duties of our place and ſtation, 
when we conſi der, that this is according 


to the Order which Cod hath appointed to 


m ankind. which therefore if we duly ob- 
ſerve, : will not fail to add his Bleſſing, 


which alone can. give ſucceſs to us in the 


50 of our beſt skill and diligence, accord- 


=! POM ing to the ſaying of the wiſe 
4 BD man, The bleſſing of the Lord it 


. rich, . he addeth no ſorrow with 


It is the Lord only who can make our 


induſiry an effectual means of increaſing 
our wealth; and if we are not wanting on 
bur part, we need not doubt of his giving 
ſuch ſucceſs to our induſtry, as he ſhall ſce 
truly beſt for us. For this is always to be 


remember'd, that God hath no where pro- 


| mis'd, to * the beſt and moſt faithful 


of . ſervants rich in this world. He 
knows what 1 is fitteſt for every one of them, 


and that abundance of wealth would be 


exccedingly dangerous to ſome pers 
an 


ne A 7 75 ou! s 
and in that af it is from his ſp 


0 fpecial * 
do them, that he reſtrains them Kam 

4 _— Kept «oi heyy 5 
de upon im, t 11 in Thel reſpe- 
. Qive ſtations: they do what becomes them? 
be will not fail to bleſs chem wich ſuck 
S increaſe as he knows to be moſt proper for 


chend Whilſt they ſeek the king- DET: = 
dom of God and his righteouſneſs om 33- 

in the firſt y lace, he will certainly add all 
temporal bleinge which he ſhall foe need 
ful and truly good for thems 1: 3 


„This therefore is all that 1 ſhall add un- 
1 der this Head, That togetber with our La- 
our and induſtry 1 in our ſeveral Callings, 
| we take care, according to ſome of the 
5 tranſlations of my Text, to add Fiery! to- 
5 wards God, together With Juſtice and 
> | Chariy towards men; that we gather 
| wealth with godlineſo, as one of rhem 
E ſpeaks; with Juſtice, as another; without! 
| | #riquity, as others; and laſtly, that whilſt: 
f we are gathering to our ſelves we alſo give 


to the poor, as the Chaldee Paraphrafe ad- 
monilhes. - This is the reaſonable, the 
proper, the likely means of gatberirg and 
iacrea ſg wealth, This is the ſure way of 
43.4 4 obtain- 
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| 1 the bleſſing of a whe iy 
Increaſe. our wealth and multiply i it, if he 


ſhall ſce. that to: be good for us; or elſe, 


Which is better, to deny us that meaſure i 


of, wealth which. would endanger our ſpi- 


ritual and eternal welfare. But I proceed 


to that which. 1: er in the n marc Places 
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III. To Fly oh. are 8 ae 
and indirect ways of endeayouring, after 
wealth, and the moſt unlikely to ſecure 
and preſerve it to us. And they are ſuch 


as the wile / man points Nut it in choſe mores, 
W. ealth gotten by vanity. 1 


Now without queſtion, al Ss or- 
ten by falſhood and injuſtice; by extortion. 


and oppreſſion, by ſecret fraud or open, 


violence, may be properly ſaid to be gots, 
ten by vanity, according to the. common 
ſignification of that word, which in divers 
of the Tranſlations I have mention d is ren 


_ d by iniquity, under which will be 


apriſcd all little arts of ' impoſing upon 
che l ignorance. and unskilfulneſs of thoſe. 
with whom we have to do; in a word, 
whatever is plainly contraty to the known ö 
10 . e | Rules | 


5, 5 


Ak & ; of gh, alice ag can 


fick and con merge one with” another: 


feſs to believe the eternal and. unalterab 


This will 5 readily ound by all that uh 


difference between moral good and ev 
between Münk. ang Hallbood, right and 
wrong, | 7 
But this! is not all that Solrmon ſeems. to 
intend here; ; at leaſt he has ſer this matter 


FI” 6 TY 


in a view which is not commonly obſerv'd, 


his dend by the word Vanity being 


more extenſive, as it ſtands in this place, 


than it is ordinarily. taken to be, ſo as to 
include in it whatſoever methods of get⸗ 


ting wealth are oppoſite te to the other way 
that he here mentions, of gathering, by la- 


Pour. He plainly. ſets theſe, two in op? 
poſition. one to the other, getting wealth 
by danity, and gathering by labour, condemn- 
ing one, and approving the other; as if 


he would intimate, that the only proper 
method ordain d by God, and fit for men 
to uſe, in order to the increaſing their 
ſubſtance, were that of Labour, or in- 
duſtry, and that all AGE methods were 
e of gn. 
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thus exerciſi ing his labour, induſtry or skill 


nd * e 
Not but that an honeſt man, and a 
good, Chriſtian may fairly poſſeſs and 


thankfully enjoy wealth, which he himſelf 


has not acquir'd by Labour, but which it 
may be has deſcended to EM from his An- 


ceſtors; or has been freely beſtow'd upon 


him by ſuch as have born particular friend- 


ſhip to him ; or has otherwiſe come into 
his e providentially, without any care 


or labour of his own, but at the ſame time 


without any the leaſt injury to any parti- 


cular perſon, or to the community in ge- 
neral. But that which my Text ſpeaks 12 
and of which 1 am now diſcourſing, is 
men's getting or gathering to be 
wealth, or increaſing what they already 
have. Now the only way proper for 


men thus to acquire or increaſe their wealth, 


is, according to the declaration of the 


wiſe man, that of Labour or Induſtry in 
the * RH or Calling in which Providence 


hath placed them, according to the Ac- 
count I have given of that Matter under 


my laſt Head. I: 
And this appears reaſonable, becauſe, as 
I there oblerv'd, every particular man, by 


in 


in hisp roher Beating A 


1 S V 


3 
the whole Community, — to every, par- 


ticular Member of it; on and. it, 15. very fit I 


that he from whom others receive benefit, 
ſhould at the ſame time; and by the ſame 

means reap profit to himſelf, as a juſt re- 
compence of ſuch his care and diligence. | 
Whereas , on the contrary, if a man by 


being negligent or ſlothful- in his) proper 


| buſineſs becomes uſeleſs; to others, there 


can be no Reaſon why. he. ſhould expe& 
any ſuch .recompence, or why he ſhould 
reap benefit by the labour of others, who 
reap none by his: and much more would 
it be unreaſonable for ſuch a Man to in- 
creaſe his own wealth to the prejudice and 
inzury of the Community, or of other 
Private Perſons in it. 8 
And it is for this Reaſon amongſt otbers; 
that Gaming is accounted an unlawful 
way of increaſing wealth. 1 ſpeak not of 
what is uſed only for innocent diverſion 
and recreation, without miſpending any 

conſiderable part of our time or ſubſtance; 
but of Letting or increaſ ing to our. ſelves: 
wealth in that way. Beſides the waſting 
of a great many precious hours of life, 
C 2 5 which 
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which ought to be employed to ſome wil 
and good pur 


les; beſides the living in 
a way below the : dihares of Reaſon, and 
much befide the end for which men are 
ſent into being ; belides all the other in- 
conveniences and temptations to which 


Gaming expoſes men; this confiderition 


alone would make it criminal, that men 
hereby: (| eck to increaſe their wealth, with-. 
out having any Title to it by uſi ng the 


proper means appointed by God to that | 
end, and this at the: fame. time to the in- | 


jury of thoſe that are enga zed with them. 
Men thus employed are not exerciſing their 


Skilt and Induftry * in the Stations ahd Cal- 
lings allotted to thett” by Providence, 
and therefore no recompence can be tbc 


to them. Beſides that what the one gains, 
the other certainly loſes ; by fo much as 
the one increaſes his fubſtance, by juſt ſo 
much the ſubſtance of the other is dimini- | 


ſhed; and no advantage g ain'd 125 either 


of - them to the net" „ but. real 
loſs, in having its members not employed 
in any work that redounds to the good of 
the whole, but mifpending that time which 


| ought to be ſo employed, idly and unpro- 


= fitably. 


fitably; ve W 


eres iti the other Way of 71 
bout” and Induſtry, the man wh fte kal 


his owh wealth, helps to increaſe that of 


others alſo, and all together carry on the 


publick Good As for luſtance, in all 
lawful trade and commerce, bôth the 


; Ty a 7 


neſt buyer and ſeller are well employed, f 
each of them propoling a reaſonable gain 


and advantage to bimfelk, hilft at the 
ſame time both of them are Promoting 


the benefit of the whole Society of Which 
they are members. And the fame holds 
true in all other employm̃ents fit for the 
uſe of reaſonable creatures united! in one 
common Body. PE 

Nov in Vie manner as it is in the caſe 
of Gaming, ſo (what J would propoſe to 


your ſerious conſideration at this ſeaſon) 


every other way, $A what name ſoever it 
may be call'd, private man's in- 
creaſing his wealth, to . apparent loſs 


and. ir jury of other particular men, or 


to the detriment of the Community to 


which he appertains, I take to be an indi- 


rec, and therefore an unlawful way of gain- 
ing. If by the way and method in which 
one man is a gainer, another muſt neceſſari- 
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ly be a loſer ; if the increaſi ing his wealth 
iz: manifeſtly by the diminiſhing the others, 
and this without any real deſert on the. 
one ſide, or forfeiture on the other; and 
at the ſame time no way to the advan- 
tage, but to the apparent detriment of 
the Community; ; this is a way and me- 
thod in which I do not ſee how any good 
man, and eſpecially how any "mae 
Chriſtian can allow himſelf. 

How much of this kind has lately been 
practiſed amongſt us, and to which of the 
diviſions in my Text ſuch gain is to be re- 
duced, that of gathering by labour, or get- 
ting by vanity ; and conſequently how far 
men may reaſonably expect to have their 
ſubſtance increas'd or diminiſh'd by ſuch 

ractice, I leave to the conſideration of 
thoſe that hear e, not thinking it proper 
in ſuch a diſcourſe as this, to deſcend to 
particulars. 3 

If it be ſaid, Nothing is done in this 
caſe but by conſent on both ſides, the 
gainer and the loſer act voluntarily both 
alike, and conſequently there is no injury 
lone in the caſe. *Tis true, they do both 


act voluntarily ; ; but it is the very ſame 
caſe 


_ © wways f getting N ealth. 23 N 
caſe in gaming, the winner and the loſer 
agree voluntarily to run the hazard; and 

yet, as I ſhew'd before, that may be ne- 
vertheleſs a criminal way of increaſing 
wealth, as I believe all good Caſuiſts will 
allow. In ſhort, If in theſe ways wealth | 
is gotten by vanity, as that ſtands in oppo- 

| ſition to gathering by labour or induſtry 
the wiſe man here declares that it ſhall be 
diminiſhed, it has no good foundation, 
nothing to juſtify the acquiring it, it is 
againſt the Order in which God hath al- 
low'd and directed men to proceed in 
acquiring what is convenient for them; 
and conſequently what men have reaſon to 
expect that the God of Truth and Juſtice 
will not proſper, they cannot reaſonably 
ask nor expect that his bleſſing ſhould at- 
tend them, whilſt they are taking an indi- 
re& way ; but muſt be forced to acknows- 
ledge his righteouſneſs, either in diſap- XN 
pointing their endeavours, or in cauſing 


wealth thus gotten to waſte away and be 
diminiſh'd. But I proceed to what I pro- 
pos'd in the laſt place, vis. 


IV. To 


IV. To 1 kane Reg ATE to « our 
ſelves of what has been laid. on this Sub⸗ 
jet. 

8 I. We ma e EM this 15 
laid down in OS: Text by Solomon, the Wil- 
dom and Juſtice of Almighty God } in his 
diſpenſations towards the children of men, 
even in this life, in order to the encou- 
raging Virtue, and the diſcountenancing 
Vice. It is true, the great rewards of re- 
ligion and virtue, and the ſignal puniſh- 
ments of irreligion and vice, are reſerved 
for the world to come: 5 even in this 
preſent life, the following the Order which 

od hath appointed in our actions, natu- 
rally tends to our worldly proſperity 4 
and the declining that Order has the fame 
like natural tendency to diſappointment 
and loſs. Beſides that the ſpecial bleſſing 
of God is only to be look'd for in the 
former method, and his blaſting our de- 
ſigns and endeavours to be juſtly feard 
In the latter. Whar the wiſe man obſerves 
in my Text was certainly true in his time, ' 
and Lal been and will be ſo in all ages, 


that generally ſpeaking, Wealth gotten by 


vanity 


nou is — "kl be — W 
by labour intreaſeth. Whilſt Men attend 
to the Rules Which God hath preſcribed. 
to them, either by Rraſon, or by: farther; 
Revelation, they are in the way in which 
they may ask and hope for his bleſſing: 
when they lay aſide choſe Rules, ceaſing 
to walk in 4 plain paths of rigbteouf- 
neſs, and following their own vain imagi- 
nations and contrivances, they cannot 18 
the face to deſire him to bleſs and proſper 
them, but muſt rather fear that he dd 
diſappoint, them | in they ule of duch ind. 
. means. ö £4.26: Labis IDE 
2. From bes I have: Kos diſcourſing; 
it will appear very fir for every one of us 
ſeriouſly. to reflect and impartially to conli= 
der pac our ſelves, what part we have 
had in the late unhappy Management of 
Affairs amongſt us, from whence ſo many 
diſorders and complaints have ariſen; and 
accordingly what is now our proper Buſi- - 
neſs, what: it becomes us, as good. Men, 
and ſerious (brings: to do in our. es 
ſent circumſtances.” N 
I hope there are none a pre ax who 
have been guilty of knowingly and wil- 
fully 


fally Soaring auen liboursp 
TT, betray the iitereſti oi their 
try, in order td the heapibg uplwealrks toi 
themſelves. \ Thoſe lar — beo guilty of 
ſ\uch. a Crime, muſt bo ſo fat from deferil 
ving the 8 Ch iſtians; cthati they 
are to be reckond amongſt the yileſtand 
moſt diſhoneſt part pf mankind jzand hows 
ever they may emen ink: they: 
ought to know. and to confi ider, that they! 
cannot have the leaſt hope of the favour? = 
of God, till they have exerciſed a very. 
deep repentance for their heinbus ſin, and 
made all the ſatisfaction that lies in their: 
power to thoſe who have been injured by 
them. It is univerſally allowed, that ini 
caſe of injury done, full reſtitution to che 
belt af; a man's ability 18.4 neceſfary. part 
of lepentance. It was appbint - 
ed by the Law OO) that. 
not odly: the principal ſhould! be reſtored, 
but a fifth part added thereunto and givers 
to the perſon injur'd, before an offering 
to God could be accepted. And wWe kn 
that when Lacchens the Publicany who had 
been employed in an office that often 
tempted men ro injuſtice and extortion; 
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| Lev. vi. ly Or. 


from any Wan by Fino (Ang e 
alk ische fabe tn talking any wing b by any 
other inhurious methots) 1 ora bun 
Bol. But rhis'Þ would thiritably hope 
the caſe ef the ſmullef number. 5 Ane 
preatet part, tis to be preſumd, have be 

drawn'in ignerantly and urwa fly into an 
trrepular traffick, imaginings all the while, 
that they were only taking anopporcn ing 
that offer'd it ſelf of getting wealth in an 

innocent and lawful way, withoutInjaritis 


others,” eſpecially fince they 'obſetw/d\f6 


Ce a number of all ſorts of men engag d 
Ache ide fräi d, +> 61 Bak 
It is wonderful indeed, Has ebnete 
of this "Way of dealing, which now fo e. 
dently' appears, 'ſhould”! not have been 
plainly diſcern d, and cotiſequently ic 
ed, by all well diſp os 'd Perſons ; - ace 
Hot to be doubted, 255 that the eb great 
love of wealth, too eager a deſire bf gr. 
ing Hick” in haſte, very en cen 


to chte blinding heey 5 "_ datkeving the x 
underſtandings of men in this cafe. 
Now of thoſe who have been — 
miſtakingly engaged, without a direct 
deſign of doing wrong, ot witheut con- 
ſidering chat 2 > Tk did fo, there may be 
reckon'd three ſorts; Thoſe that have got 
ten great wealth by: this method : Thoſe 
whole ſubſtance has been conſiderably dimi- 
_niſÞ'd thereby: and laſtly, ſuch as YEP 
conſiderably increa ſing or diminiſb ing 
themſelves in the ſame condition 
were before. | 
As to theſe laſt, I ſhall andy a that I 
think it becomes them to repent of their 
raſhneſs, by which they might have been 
injurious to others before they were aware; 
and to be thankful to God, wha- hath 
neither ſuffer'd them to heap up riches to 
themſelves by indirect means, nor to be- 
come the unhappy inſtruments of injuring 
others, though n, and without 
deſign. 
As for thoſe who have been Sufferers by 
this traffick, ( which indeed I take to be 
the far greater part) I would ſeriouſly ad. 
viſe then to beware of murmuring againſt 
God, 


e 


fear 6 are — Sean obſerves that 
the fooliſhu?ſs of man perverts 4 
55 way, aud bis heart fretteth Gee 
againſt the Lord ; and the like thay beſaid 
in the preſent caſe; againſt his wank (Gor 
aernore too. Men do fooliſh|-and:wrong 
things themſelves, aud then are apt, meat: 
ing with diſappointment or ill. ſucceſs, to lay 
the blame upon any rather than upon them 
ſelves, even upon Providence it ſelf. But 
in ſuch a caſe they are to conſider, that 
the Providence of God is not engaged to 
ſave men harmleſs, whilſt they are taking 
indirect courſes. Nor ought they in this 
caſe to refle& on their Governors, - who 
proposd a Method, which if lawfully | 
and honeſtly managed, might. have been 
for the caſe and benefit of the Publick, 
and no ways injurious to private perſons, 
but which, through the groſs. milmanage= 
ment of deſigning or unskilful men, = 
proved very detrimental and injurious to 
both. They , ought. therefore to blame 
their own inconfiderateneſs and raſhneſs, 
in ſuffering themſelves to be impoſed up- 
on * abuſed by the wickedneſs or un- 
: kilful- 5 


cilfalnefrot: — 
be humble li conſideratiom w 
too eager deſire of wealth, w hich e my - 
them to this raſhneſs; the — in a 
Word, patiently to abe to the Previ- 
dence of God, which permitted this Cala 
mity to befal them in the uſe of in rect 
means, and to make a good uſe — 
| their ſpi iritual 4 Viz. to take off 
their — from an inordinate rega 
the wealth of this world, and to yas 
them upon more defi rable and more an | 
ble trtaſar ez? 221 Of 
As for wle; inthe: laſt Place whb 
[iro inordinately) — their ſub ſtance by 
theſe means, even although they did not 
directly deſign the injuring others, yet 
ſince it manifeſtly proves to have, had 
| that effect, if they would take my Ad- 
vice; it mould be, to ſearch out rhoſe 
wh have been the unwary ſufferers, in the 
preſent Calamity, and out of their own 
Overplus to ſupply their wants. This 1 
am verily perſuaded would be the beſt 
means towards the ſatisfaction of their own 
minds, when they ſhall come ſeriouſſy to 
reflet pron what they have done, and 
| yield 


by: ths —— — aa ur e 
by vanity, they,might the better ſecute to 
themſelves ad- their families what thy} 
before obtain d in the way? ofi Laboie ami 
Induſtry, or what they dolleled by amy 
other reg alaciiand: lawful amen. Lam 
very ſenſible, that᷑ the advicd hich I have 
in thib laſt cole propos d -l be thought 
| ſevere! and.by\thoke. who.attdnlyiby the 
maixind and: opinwhs ofi:the children of this 
world, may \be>defpiſed :\ but I judg'd. it 
my duty to ſpeak my mind freely" to you 
who are under my particular care; in a 
Caſe which J apprehend ta heof fo great 
importance, any Per. 
_ ane concern: 10t 181 Pag Ht 

31 From the Dodtrine, F haves. der in · 
Sing upon, and our own\experience. of 
the truth of it, w. ſhould be ãnſtruttedito 
mortify Amed ſelves all ĩnoedinate deſired 
of worldly. wealth; that ſowe may nevet 
be tempted: ta takt any itregularzand indi 
rae cofrfesito:acquire:1 Wingo fe OS, 

It cannot be doubted; but that this has 
been A. chrandappy douice of the calamities 
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| ſhall 7 not be innocent. 


l Lake ri. 18. 


Prov. xxiii. 4,5. 


——— wy Av e e of bes 
| Cy rich; which has tempred ſome to 
uſt means | that they knew: to be unjuſt} 


andothers too raſhly and inconſiderately to 
fall into the nate; whereas there is no vice 
that the holy Seriptures do more particu- 
larly warn us to beware of, than that of 
covetouſneſs, or the inordinate deſire of 
prov. , riches. A f. faithful man ſball 
„ abound with bleſſ inge, ſaith 2 
mn : 1 be that maketh haſte to be rich, 
And again, He that 
haſteth to be rich bath an evil 
eye, and conſidereth not that po- 
werty * come upon him. Take heed, and 

beware of covetouſneſu, is the 
admonition of our Lord him- 


verſe 22. * 


felf, and that for this very good reaſon, 


that a man's life conſiſts not in the abundance 


of the things which he poſſeſſes. Abundance 


is not neceſſary either to the life, or to the 
happineſs of a man, nay very frequently 
it creates great diſquiet and uneaſineſs to 
him. Beſides the folly of truſting in 

uncertain riches, as the ApoRile 
ſtyles them. 14. not to be 
rich, ſaith Solomon ; ceaſe from 
Wit thing 


i Tim. vi. 17. 


hi mn — » ils, = ſet wel e wm 
upon that which. 15 05 9 For . riches certainly 
make. themſele 


ves. winge, they fly away, as 
an eagle, towards boawes.. Eſpecially. if 
gotten by. vanity, they ball be dim. niſhed, as 
my Text declares. But beyond all this, 
they are very apt — che ſoul, of 
the man, to tempt him to pride and ſelf- 
confidence, to falſhosd and injuſtice, to 
render him foggetful ef his ſpiritual con- 
cernmęnts, to turn away his heart from 
regarding his main intereſt, and finally to 
endanger his exdluſion from the e e 
of Heaven. Hear how St. Paul declares 
the great danger of. loving and deliring. 
riches.. . They that- will. e rich 9 
fall intq temptation; anti a ſnare, 25 
and into man) Fooliſh and hurtful Is ſts, 
which drown: men in Heſtruction and perclition. 
For the love of money, is the root of all evil, 
which while. ſome , copeted after, they. have 
err'd from zhe faith, and prierc'd themſelves. 
through with many-ſorrogys... (Words which 
have been | ſadly yerify'd- in our days.) 
And it is in oppoſition to this temper, that 
he makes it to be the meaſure of a Chri- 
ſtian s deſires. (as I took notice before) 
E that 


24 The je Base | 4 6162 . e 
that having food and ruiment he 
ſhould be therewith content; for- 
aſmuch as we brought nothing into this wok, 
and it is certain we can carry nothing ont: 
What will the greateſt degree of wealth 
avail any of us, when we come to take 
our leave of the world? What profit, 
what ſatisfaction will it yield us at the 
hour of death? And how near that hour 
may be, we know not. Even whilſt we 
are heaping up riches in this 'world, and 
rejoycing in them; it may be on 4 fudden 
Luke xii. 2, ſaid to any of us, Thon fool ! 
21: this night thy ſoul ſhall be requi- 
red of thee. - Thin whoſe ſhall thoſe things 
be which thou 4 provided ? Upon which 
our Lord immediately adds, So is he that 
layeth up treaſure for himſelf, and is not rich 
towards God. Such will be the ſurprize, b 
ſuch the miſery of every one, who by 
treaſuring up wealth in this preſent ſtate, 
has been diverted from making timely pro- 
viſt jon for a future life. It is an awaken- 
ing Admonition that of our bleſſed Savi- 
our, and that which is enough to ſtrike the 
hearts of rich men with fear atid trembling. 
Verity J Joy unto you, That a rich man ſball 
5 85 


4 Tim. vi. 7,8. 


eee ee ft $5 
at ne the Kingdom 25 . 310 | 
heau en.. And again I ſay un | « 9. 25 
you, That it is eaſier fun — A 
to go through the eye of nesdle, Pl for a a 
rich may ro enter into the kingdom of God. 
Upon which, when the-diſciples; mere ex- 
ceedingiy amazed, and ſaid, ¶ ho then can be 
ſaved 2, Our Lord did-inideed a little ſoften 
the ſceming;! hardneſs of the expreſſion, 
but ſtill intimating; that without an extra- 
ordinary, meaſure of grace it could not be 
otherwife, Vith men this is impoſſible” = but 
with God. all things are poſſuble. 
And who, after this, that ſeeks and 
hopes for the the . of heaven, would 
be eager in his deſires or purſuits after 
riches? What diſciple of Chriſt, who reads 
theſe words of his Lord, and verily be- 
lie ves them to be true, would not be a- 
fraid of becoming fich, and rather chuſe 
to take up with food 8 raiment, than co 
put his eternal benen into ſo apparent 
hazard? ws 
. In: the laſt hs we. > read be in- 
ſtructed from this Doctrine to lay up our 
Treaſure: in Heaven, where only true 
Riches are to be found, that, according to 
„ E 2 | our 
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our bleſſed tes ebenen our hearts 


may be there alſo. Our hearts 


Ly 
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tteaſure 3s ſo that the only ſure 


way: to preſerde us dm the inordinate 
love of cher richesd off this world: is to 


| place our. affe diohs on the poſſeſſions of 
a future life, which: are infinitely more de- 


ſirable. If inde this' Farth*Were to be 
the place of one Perpetual abode, it 


would be requiſite: that we ſhonld cares 


fully furniſh our ſelves with Probifion ac- 


cordingly: but if when we ceaſe to live 


any longer here; our immortal Spirits will 
continue their 8 in another State, 
and that duration ſhall be without end, 


then out chief concern muſt be to pro- 


vide for our everlaſting abode, making 
ſure: of a Treafure that wWill nech el: 

What the Poſſcſhons and Fn) joyments 
be the heavenly. State will be, we cannot, 


whilſt we are here below, be thoroughly. 


appriſed of. Eye hath not ſeen,” 


Eon, 8 


Vor Cav leur, neither have en- 


fer d into the beaprinfe nie; the. thin of whr 

God hath - prepailed for: them thut Rave him. 

Fhis we are alſured, that they re fuch as 
: 8 will 


wall te perfediy fat factory dd ch the 


5 Inheritance One would be apt to thin 4 


wa 3 bf: dem e 3 


ſors, and as durable 45 1 A fac A 
26 will not detay of tenſes, por che 
Hable to be corrupted or take naway from 
them, Len up for dur felves treaſure 
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in 
heaven,” where neither moth” zor ruſt 1 
core pt, and where thieves 7 not break 
tbrongh wor flea." Fr is ar 4 417 5412349 3 
e 1 : and. n 1 


beeven for as, as wy P eter - 7910 it. 
a wotd, It is Ahn inberitance Ae 12 


thoſe who ſhall be accounted wotthy to be 
called the chidvren of God, to be Shen | 
freely to them and ſettled? for ever upon 


chen by their heavenly father. 


Weak and fooliſh creatures ther we are!' 


wy can be here purſuing with great cager= 
neſs and folicitude; that Which in a very 


few years at the fartheſt, we know not 
how ſoon, will be altogether unprofitable : 


and inſi ignificant to us, whilſt we ne glect 
and hazard this glorious and ere 
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on the other hand, that the proſpect alle 
hopes of it, ſhould render us wholly care- 
lef and indifferent, as to all our earthly 
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non conveniencies = 


> ww 4 © +4 af 


ri 1 55 "like, _— leſs heaping up 


riches e meaſure, and without end; 


to the endangering his immortal well- be- 
ing. And thus it would be with us, if 
we entertain d A ficm and unſhaken belicf, 
and a conſtant. ſenſe of the vaſt difference 
between this our Ferien ſtate, anch. tat 
which is future. Sd 
his therefore is our. bus neſs, to. get. 
our faith well fix d and ſettled with reſp pect 
to that eternal ſtate of happineſs. which, 
we profeſs, to hope for; to meditate fre- 
quently and ſeriouſly on the vanity and 
uncertainty of all our earthly; enjoyments, 
and of the reality and certainty of thoſe, 
which we expect hereafter, according to 
the. expreſſion of St. Paul, 
Looking not at the things which. 
are ſeen, but at the things which are 
not | ſeen , conſi idering that the things. 


2 Cor. iv. 18. 


which are ſeen are temporal ; but +6 . 


things which are not ſeen are harm Fi- 
nally, Let us ſecure to our ſelves a treaſure 
in heaven, by all Acts of Piety, Juſtice, 

and 


Weh "3 gettin W Pealth. IP 
* Charity, by acquiring all thoſe 8 yy 


diſpoſitions of ſoul, which will qualify 1 


for the enjoyments of the heavenly ſtate; 
by ſeeking fir ſt the Kin gdom of God and his 
Righteouſneſs, and in TE faithful diſcharge 

of the duties of our ſeveral ſtations , 
leaving it to God to add to us all other things 
as he —_ know to be moſt EY for 


us. 


| God grant we may all of us bave Wiſdom f 
and Grace thus to pur ſue our own true 
happineſs, and by bis mercy to obtain 
it, through Jeſus Chri * our N 


Amen. 
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